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“Remember that your  

children are not your 

own, but are lent to 

you by the Creator" 

Mohawk 
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Conference At-A-Glance 
 

Thursday, November 18, 2010   

08:00 a.m.—05:00 p.m.  Registration  
09:00 a.m.—10:15 a.m.  Opening General Session  
10:15 a.m.—10:30 a.m.  Break   
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Workshop Session I  
12:00 p.m.—01:30 p.m. Luncheon/Entertainment 
01:30 p.m.—03:00 p.m. Workshop Session II  
03:00 p.m.—03:15 p.m.  Break 
03:15 p.m.—04:45 p.m.  Workshop Session III 
06:00 p.m.—07:00 p.m. OICWA Reception 
07:00 pm. —08:30 p.m. Entertainment 
 

Friday, November 19, 2010 
08:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  Registration 
08:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.  Workshop Session IV 
10:00 a.m.—10:30 a.m.  Break 
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  Workshop Session V  
12:00 p.m.—01:30 p.m. Lunch (On Your Own) 
01:30 p.m.—03:00 p.m. Closing General Session 

Conference Guide  
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OICWA Dear Conference Participant, 
 

On behalf of the Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, we 
welcome you to the 3rd Annual Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare 
Conference “Knowledge, Resources, and Culture: Keys to Building 
Strong Families and Nations.” We are pleased to offer a variety of 
workshops covering topics related to the Indian Child Welfare Act, 
court processes, Native American culture, and the health and  
wellness of Indian children and families as well as service providers.   
  

As most of you are aware on October 29th, President Obama proclaimed November as 
National Native American Heritage Month. OICWA is excited to be able to facilitate a 
conference during this month that will enable us to better serve our children and  
families, while also recognizing our culture and honoring our Native American heritage. 
  

Thank you for joining us to learn about the knowledge, culture, and resources that can 
help to build strong Indian families and nations. If you have any questions, comments, or 
needs, please contact a planning committee member. We would also like to welcome 
you to learn more about OICWA during its Thursday evening reception. We welcome you 
and look forward to an exciting conference. 
  

Sincerely,  
 
 

Angela Connor, President 

OICWA ~ P.O. Box  1274 ~ Shawnee, OK 74802-1274 ~ www.oicwa.org 

OICWA 

1984-2010 

  1984 

Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc. 

 About OICWA 
 

The Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc. (OICWA) is a non-profit, membership organization representing the 
Indian Child Welfare programs in the State of Oklahoma. OICWA's members include tribes and individuals dedicated to  
promoting the well-being of American Indian children, their families, and their tribes. 
 

OICWA originated from an Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Task Force created in 1981 to address common areas of service 
and issues among ICWA programs in the state. During initial meetings, members of the Task Force identified needs critical  
to protecting Indian children in Oklahoma and worked diligently to address those needs. Perhaps the most significant  
activity of the Task Force was advocating for the Oklahoma legislature to pass a law supporting the Federal Indian Child  
Welfare Act. As a result of the Task Force's tireless efforts, the Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Act was signed into law in 
1982. 
 

As its members continued to advocate for Indian children and families, the ICWA Task Force evolved into the Oklahoma  
Indian Child Welfare Association and, in 1984, was officially recognized by the State of Oklahoma as a corporation. 
 

Today, through the ongoing dedication and commitment from current members, OICWA continues to uphold the original 
vision and mission of its founding members. As a voice for the Indian Child Welfare programs in Oklahoma, OICWA  
continues to strive to protect the most vital resource of Indian tribes in Oklahoma - their children.  

PRESIDENT 
Angela Connor 

Chickasaw Nation 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Eddie Screechowl 

Osage Nation 
 

SECRETARY 
Lou Stretch 

Cherokee Nation 
 

TREASURER 
Hettie Charboneau 
Cherokee Nation 

 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
Bernice Armstrong 

Iowa Nation 

2010-2012  

Officers 

 

Welcome/About OICWA  

 Est. 

“Promoting  the Well-Being of  

American Indian Children,  Their Families, & Their Tribes” 

Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc.  

3  



Wednesday,  November 17, 2010      Location 
07:00 p.m.—09:00 p.m.  Early Registration    Pre-Function Area 
  

Thursday, November 18, 2010   

08:00 a.m.—05:00 p.m.  Registration     Pre-Function Area 
09:00 a.m.—10:15 a.m.  Opening General Session   Tulsa Ballroom 
 Emcee   TBA 
 Invocation  Howard Paden (Cherokee) 
 Drum Group Song Soldier Creek 
 Posting of Colors Mvskoke Honor Guard 
 Welcome  Angela Connor, OICWA President 
 Remarks  Lucille Echohawk, Casey Family Programs 
 Keynote Presentation “Macaroni at Midnight” by Dr. Don Bartlette 
10:15 a.m.—10:30 a.m.  Break      Pre-Function Area 
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  Workshop Session I    Ground, 2nd Floors 
12:00 p.m.—01:30 p.m.  Luncheon     Oklahoma I 
 Emcee   TBA  
 Invocation  TBA  
 Entertainment  Mahenwahdose 
01:30 p.m.—03:00 p.m.  Workshop Session II    Ground, 2nd Floors 
03:00 p.m.—03:15 p.m.  Break      Pre-Function Area 
03:15 p.m.—04:45 p.m.  Workshop Session III    Ground, 2nd Floors 
06:00 p.m.—07:00 p.m.  OICWA Reception    Oklahoma I 
07:00 pm. —08:30 p.m.  Entertainment     Oklahoma I 
 Emcee   TBA  
 Entertainment  Choogie Kingfisher 
 

Friday, November 19, 2010 
08:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  Registration     Pre-Function Area 
08:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.  Workshop Session IV    Ground, 2nd Floors 
10:00 a.m.—10:30 a.m.  Break      Pre-Function Area 
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  Workshop Session V     Ground, 2nd Floors 
12:00 p.m.—01:30 p.m.  Lunch (On Your Own)  
01:30 p.m.—03:00 p.m.  Closing General Session    Tulsa Ballroom  
 Emcee   TBA 
 Remarks  Sue Vaughan Settles, Chief, Division of Human Services, BIA 
 Keynote Address Naomi Haines Griffith 
 Door Prizes  Conference Planning Committee 
 Drum Group Song Osage Singers 
 Retiring of Colors Riverside Indian School   
 Benediction  Chief John Red Eagle, Principal Chief, Osage Nation 

2010 Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Conference 

Agenda 

Conference Agenda  
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Keynote Speakers/Entertainers 

Thursday, November 18, 2010: Opening General Session  

Thursday, November 18, 2010: Evening Entertainment  

Choogie Kingfisher 

Dr. Don Bartlette  
Dr. Don Bartlette is a full-time public speaker and is, by training, a social worker, 
counselor, educator, consultant, and an advocate for minority persons, victims of 
child abuse, survivors of alcohol addiction, troubled youth, and persons with  
disabilities. A Native American activist, Dr. Bartlette is married to a former  
special education teacher and they are the parents of seven daughters and one 
son. He and his wife have also been foster parents to children with special needs.  

Choogie Kingfisher is a noted storyteller, flute maker, and keeper of traditional 
knowledge. He recently was a presenter and panelist at the Five Tribes Story  
Conference and has traveled throughout the United States and abroad, sharing his 
stories and knowledge of his tribal way of life. Mr. Kingfisher has shared his stories 
and knowledge with adults and children of all ages. He has worked for Cherokee 
Nation as a cultural specialist and the United Keetoowah Band of Cherokees. 

 

Mahenwahdose is a performance storytelling team comprised of Will  
Hill and Jehnean Washington. Called “The Dynamic Duo” by the Native 
American Times, these two have thrilled audiences with their Storytelling 
Show. Mahenwahdose is dedicated to performing accurate, educational, 
and traditional stories of Native America and combines the tradition of 
storytelling with language, traditional flute, drum, & comedy.  

 

Thursday, November 18, 2010: Luncheon  Entertainment 

Mahenwahdose   

Mr. Hill and Ms. Washington were the first American Indians to perform at the Smithsonian Institute of 
the National Museum of the American Indian. They were also selected by Walt Disney to represent 
Oklahoma at Disney’s EPCOT Center in Florida during the Centennial in 2007 and performed a record 
31 shows. Recently, Mahenwahdose became Grammy nominees for their song, “The Trail of Tears,” 
part of the “Song of America” album. Now Mahenwahdose comes to your stage with a presentation 
guaranteed to thrill you out of your seats or charm you out of your moccasins. 

Dr. Bartlette’s presentation, “Macaroni at Midnight,” is an autobiographical profile of his social,  
psychological, and educational experiences as a Chippewa Indian child growing up with emotional, 
speech, and physical disabilities in an environment of poverty, family and school violence, juvenile  
delinquency, homelessness, child abuse, racism, and alcoholism. “Macaroni at Midnight” relates how 
one person in his community helped him to overcome childhood disadvantages and to survive in a 
multi-cultural world. Dr. Bartlette has shared his presentation over 8,000 times throughout America 
and Canada since 1972. 
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Keynote Speakers/Conference Sponsors  

Ms. Griffith worked in the North Carolina and Alabama child welfare systems and became Executive 
Director of PACT, a pioneer child abuse prevention agency she helped to found. She has also served on 
the State Board of the Alabama Department of Human Resources. She is the President of Red Clay & 
Vinegar LLP and the author of Red Clay and Vinegar: Looking at Family through the eyes of a Southern 
Child and the co-author of The Unkindest Cut - The Emotional Maltreatment of Children. 

Friday, November 19, 2010: Closing General Session  

Naomi Haines Griffith  

Conference Sponsors  

Naomi Haines Griffith is a national speaker and consultant on child welfare issues, 
speaking at conferences throughout the United States and Canada. A well-known 
storyteller and family systems specialist, she uses humor and her own experiences 
to challenge and inspire audiences in business, education, juvenile justice, mental 
health, child abuse prevention, and family violence systems. Griffith is a true 
Southerner, having grown up in Alabama and Mississippi. She holds a BS from the 
University of North Alabama, an MA from George Peabody College of Vanderbilt 
University, and a Masters in Social Work from the University of Alabama. 

Closing Remarks  

Sue Vaughan Settles 
Sue Vaughan Settles became the Division Chief for the Division of Human Services, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, in September 2008. Ms. Settles, a member of the Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma, is a true Oklahoman, born and raised in Sallisaw, OK. She  
received both her Bachelor and Master’s degree in Social Work from the University of 
Oklahoma. Ms. Settle is a member of the School of Social Work Board of Visitors and 
continues to hold a social worker  license from the State of Oklahoma. 

 

Ms. Settles initially began her career with the BIA in 1987 as the General Assistance Specialist,  
eventually being promoted to the Supervisory Social Worker for Child and Family Services. She  
continued her social work career serving as an instructor at Humbolt State University in Arcata, CA and 
the University Of Oklahoma, School Of Social Work in Norman, OK before serving as the Oklahoma 
Commissioner of Health’s representative to the Oklahoma Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board, 
where she resigned her position as chair upon returning to the BIA. 
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Workshop Agenda At-A-Glance   

Thursday, November 18, 2010  

Workshop Title Room 

  Engaging Native Families in Safety Planning: A Collaborative Effort Between   
  OKDHS Child Welfare and Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Workers  
  (Repeats Session III) 

Tulsa I 

  Self-Care for the Professional Helper (Repeats Session V) Tulsa II 

  Advanced Courtroom Training: Maximize the Effectiveness of Your Testimony 
 (Repeats Session II) 

Canadian 

  SIDS and Infant Safe Sleep in Oklahoma: Protecting the Blessing Cimarron 

  Understanding Child Support in Child Welfare Cases Washita 

  Reunification and Relapse Prevention with Child Welfare Families Illinois 

Workshop Title Room 

  Training and Technical Assistance to Support the Work of Tribal Child Welfare    
  Services 

Tulsa I 

  Basics of ICWA (Repeats Session III) Tulsa II 

  Advanced Courtroom Training: Maximize the Effectiveness of Your Testimony 
  (Repeat from Session I) 

Canadian 

  Youth Voice in Transition Planning (Repeats Session III) Cimarron 

  Overview of Chickasaw Nation Programs and Services Washita 

  eKIDS: The Importance of Documentation Illinois 

Session III: 03:15 p.m.—04:45 p.m.  

Session I: 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  

Session II: 01:30 p.m.—03:00 p.m.  

Workshop Title Room 

  Engaging Native Families in Safety Planning: A Collaborative Effort Between   
  OKDHS Child Welfare and Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Workers  
  (Repeat from Session I) 

Tulsa I 

  Basics of ICWA (Repeat from Session II) Tulsa II 

  Completing the Circle: Providing American Indian Children in Crisis with Roots     
  for Stability and Wings for Success 

Canadian 

  Youth Voice in Transition Planning (Repeat from Session II) Cimarron 

  Casework with Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: Cultural Considerations Washita 

  CASA Dual Programs: Voices in Both Tribal and State Courts Illinois 

7  



 

Workshop Agenda At-A-Glance  

Session V: 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  

Workshop Title Room 

  A Fight for Our Children: Our Most Vital Resource (Repeat from Session IV) Tulsa I 

  Courtroom Training (Repeat from Session IV) Tulsa II 

  BAH-KHO-JE: Grey Snow People: Tribal Aspects In Relation to Tribal Identity   
  and Tribal Services 

Canadian 

  Self Care for the Professional Helper (Repeat from Session I) Cimarron 

  Trauma Informed Care Washita 

  Children’s Bureau Internet Resources: Q & A Session with Federal  
  Representatives 

Illinois 

Friday, November 19, 2010  

Session IV: 8:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.  

Workshop Title Room 

  A Fight for Our Children: Our Most Vital Resource (Repeats Session V) Tulsa I 

  Courtroom Training (Repeats Session V) Tulsa II 

  Positive Indian Parenting Canadian 

  Why Have A Cherokee Nation? Cimarron 

  Early Childhood Trauma and the Parent-Child Relationship: Attachment Washita 

  Play Therapy: The Nuts & Bolts or the Puppet & Glue Illinois 
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Conference Sponsors   CEU Information 

OICWA is an approved provider 
in continuing education for  
social workers through the  
Oklahoma State Board of  
Licensed Social Workers.  
For more information on  

obtaining CEUs for the  
2010 conference, visit the  

Registration table.  

Oklahoma State Board  
of Licensed Social Workers  

Provider Number 20108865 



Workshop Descriptions  

Thursday, November 18, 2010  

Session I: 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  

Engaging Native Families in Safety Planning: A Collaborative Effort Between                                   Tulsa I  
OKDHS Child Welfare and Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Workers (Repeats Session III) 
Safety planning is a dynamic and fluid temporary intervention process. Engaging families in developing safety activities,  
actions, and tasks requires workers to be students of the family's cultural values. Collaboration between DHS and ICW  
workers provides a greater opportunity for effectively controlling and managing the safety threats to keep children safe.  
Presenters will provide an overview of safety planning, Family Team meetings, and case scenarios.  
Workshop Objectives: Participants will: 1) understand the process of identifying and controlling safety threats, assessing  
parents' protective capacities, and engaging supportive participants; 2) acknowledge the importance of the tribal/state  
collaboration in allowing ICW workers to advocate and identify cultural values and customs along with identifying services 
and/or level of care to address the families' needs; and 3) understand the intentional thought process regarding safety and 
creativity in establishing an individualized safety plan with a family. 

Presented by: Ange Edwards, Child Welfare Services Supervisor, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services; 
Amy Ward, Indian Child Welfare Social Worker, Chickasaw Nation; PANEL: Shane Haddock, Indian Child Welfare  
Social Worker, Choctaw Nation; Tiffany Willis, Child Welfare Specialist, Oklahoma State Department of Human 
Services; Rita Hart, County Director, Oklahoma Department of Human Services; Arthur Ellsworth, Assistant  
Director, Department of Family Advocacy, Chickasaw Nation 
Track: CULTURAL, PRACTICE/GENERAL               Level: Entry 
 

Self-Care for the Professional Helper (Repeats Session V)                                                                      Tulsa II 
This workshop will discuss the social worker's potential for secondary trauma when working with hurting and traumatized 
people. When left unaddressed, secondary trauma can contribute to professional impairment and burnout. Developing a  
philosophy of self-care and action plans for implementation will contribute toward helper longevity in both life and  
profession. This workshop will emphasize: the ethical imperative of professional self-care, self-assessment tools, and  
strategies for self-care. Workshop Objectives: Participants will be able to: 1) define secondary trauma and burnout and  
identify symptoms; 2) assess secondary trauma and burnout in one's own life through the application of self-assessment 
tools; and 3) discover resources for addressing stress and burnout - including spiritual, physical, psychological, and social. 

Presented by: Lanny Endicott, Director, Social Work Program, Oral Roberts University 
Track: HEALTH/WELLNESS               Level: Entry, Intermediate, Advanced 
 

Advanced Courtroom Training: Maximize the Effectiveness of Your Testimony                          Canadian 
(Repeats Session II) 
Participants will observe demonstration examinations and will participate in mock trial exercises to learn courtroom  
techniques for testifying in ICWA cases. This workshop is for experienced workers and is limited to 25 participants. 
Workshop Objectives: Participants will: 1) experience the various examination techniques employed by attorneys; 2) learn  
to develop effective testimony; and 3) learn to develop case strategies for court. 

Presented by: Kelly Stoner (Cherokee), Director, Native American Legal Resource Center, Oklahoma City University 
School of Law; Casey Ross-Petherick (Cherokee), Deputy Director, Native American Legal Resource Center,  
Oklahoma City University School of Law 
Track: LEGAL                         Level: Advanced 
 

SIDS and Infant Safe Sleep in Oklahoma: Protecting the Blessing                                                    Cimarron 
This workshop will provide current Oklahoma statistics related to back sleeping position, AAP recommendations for infant 
safe sleep, and how to promote safe sleep guidelines to the public. This workshop will also discuss infant mortality in general, 
racial disparities, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) risk factors, and prevention of infant deaths caused by unsafe sleeping 
environments. Workshop Objectives: Participants will have knowledge of: 1) U.S. and Oklahoma infant mortality rates;  
2) racial disparities; 3) the risk factors of SIDS and preventable infant sleep related deaths; 4) the critical risk-reduction and  
prevention messages for parents and caregivers; 5) four barriers to back sleeping; and 6) ways to effectively communicate 
infant sleep safety measures to parents and caregivers. 

Presented by: Julie Dillard, SIDS/Infant Sleep Coordinator, Oklahoma State Department of Health 
Track: HEALTH/WELLNESS                          Level: Entry, Intermediate, Advanced 
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Workshop Descriptions  

Thursday, November 18, 2010  

Session I: 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.                                                                  Continued 

Understanding Child Support in Child Welfare Cases                                                                        Washita 
When a child is taken into custody and placed in state foster care, the State of Oklahoma will make determinations on child 
support action. It is important to understand the role of child support agencies in child welfare cases and how to advocate 
for clients who may have a child support case opened.  
Workshop Objectives: Participants will gain: 1) an understanding of how child support works within state and tribal child 
welfare cases; and 2) knowledge of the services child support offices are responsible for offering to clients.  

Presented by: Tracy Littledave Gourd, Associate Director, Cherokee Nation Child Support Services;  
Donna Perry, Child Support Specialist II, Cherokee Nation Child Support Services 
Track: PRACTICE/GENERAL                Level: Entry, Intermediate 
 

Reunification and Relapse Prevention with Child Welfare Families             Illinois 
This workshop will focus on best practices for relapse prevention once reunification has occurred. Participants will learn 
what services and interventions will work best for families during the transition phase as well as maintenance. Practical, 
experiential techniques will be provided. 
Workshop Objectives: Participants will: 1) learn the common threats to relapse in the child welfare family; 2) identify needs, 
strengths, and interventions for families; and 3) learn five relapse/maintenance techniques that can be used with families. 

Presented by: Sharolyn Wallace, Associate Professor, Human Services, Tulsa Community College 
Track: PRACTICE/GENERAL           Level: Entry, Intermediate, Advanced 

Session II: 01:30 p.m.—03:00 p.m.    

Training and Technical Assistance to Support the Work of Tribal Child Welfare Services            Tulsa I 
This workshop will describe the new National Child Welfare Resource Center for Tribes, a member of the Children's Bureau 
Training and Technical Assistance Network. Besides an overview of the NRC for Tribes, this workshop will provide guidance 
on how tribal child welfare systems can access and benefit from the free training and technical assistance (T/TA) available 
through the federal Children’s Bureau. 
Workshop Objectives: Participants will understand services of the Federal Children’s Bureau and learn how to access the 
various Training and Technical Assistance Network participants. 

Presented by: Kathy Deserly, Associate Director, National Resource Center for Tribes 
Track: PRACTICE/GENERAL           Level: Entry, Intermediate, Advanced 
 

Basics of ICWA (Repeats Session III)                                                                                    Tulsa II 
This workshop will provide an overview of the Indian Child Welfare Act with an emphasis on notice requirements,  
placement preferences, and active efforts. The presenter will also discuss how ICWA pertains to guardianships. 
Workshop Objectives: Participants will: 1) learn basics of the Indian Child Welfare Act; 2) learn how to ensure compliance 
with the Indian Child Welfare Act; and 3) understand the importance of complying with the Indian Child Welfare Act for the 
best interest of the child. 

Presented by: Angel Smith, Attorney at Law 
Track: LEGAL              Level: Entry 
 

Advanced Courtroom Training: Maximize the Effectiveness of Your Testimony                      Canadian 
Repeated from Session I. This workshop is for experienced workers and is limited to 25 participants. 
Presented by: Kelly Stoner (Cherokee), Director, Native American Legal Resource Center, Oklahoma City  
University School of Law; Casey Ross-Petherick (Cherokee), Deputy Director, Native American Legal Resource 
Center, Oklahoma City University School of Law 
Track: LEGAL                     Level: Advanced 
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Workshop Descriptions  

Thursday, November 18, 2010  

Session II: 01:30 p.m.—03:00 p.m.                                                                Continued 

Youth Voice in Transition Planning (Repeats Session III)                                                           Cimarron 
Transition planning is a personal process young people must fully participate in. The Fostering Connections to Success and 
Increasing Adoption Act of 2008 includes a requirement that a youth-directed transition plan must be developed ninety 
days prior to a youth reaching his or her 18th birthday. This workshop will provide an overview of the transition planning 
process, including some common elements of successful transition plans from various disciplines. Foster care alumni will 
also share their experiences in the transition planning process.  
Workshop Objectives: This workshop will: 1) provide information on young people’s transition experiences; 2) discuss the 
transition planning requirements included in Fostering Connections; and 3) provide information on interdisciplinary  
transition planning approaches. 

Presented by: Kathy Sutter, Program Supervisor, National Resource Center for Youth Development;  
Theresa West, Independent Living Specialist, National Resource Center for Youth Services;  
Lupe Ortiz-Tovar, Program Development Specialist, National Resource Center for Youth Development 
Track: PRACTICE/GENERAL        Level: Intermediate, Advanced 
 

Overview of Chickasaw Nation Programs and Services              Washita 
This workshop will provide information about Chickasaw Nation programs and services. A Chickasaw Nation services  
directory will be distributed to participants. The presentation will include a systemic approach utilized by Youth and Family 
Services in working with families. Discussion will include the new Family Resource Center, the newly built Medical Complex, 
the Chickasaw Children's Village, the domestic violence shelter, etc. Other services available to citizens at large as well as 
services for other native/non native families will also be identified. 
Workshop Objectives: Participants will become more knowledgeable about: 1) the programs and services offered for  
citizens within Chickasaw Nation boundaries; 2) programs and services for citizens at large; and 3) programs, services,  
and resources available to other native and non native populations. 

Presented by: Angela Connor, Family Support System Associate Administrator, Chickasaw Nation;  
Tisha Williams, Family Support System Administrative Assistant, Chickasaw Nation 
Track: PRACTICE/GENERAL            Level: Entry 
 

eKIDS: The Importance of Documentation                 Illinois 
This workshop will discuss the importance of AFCARS data and documenting monthly contacts with families. Participants 
will have the opportunity to view screens in eKIDS and receive guidance on how to enter contacts, update client  
information, and review existing information.  
Workshop Objectives: Participants will: 1) understand the importance of AFCARS data and how to document in eKIDS;  
2) understand the importance of documenting contacts timely and how to document in eKIDS; and 3) become familiar  
with the eKIDS screens and where to locate information regarding tribal children and families. 

Presented by: Amanda Beard, Program Field Representative, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services 
Track: PRACTICE/GENERAL            Level: Entry 

Session III: 03:15 p.m.—04:45 p.m.  

Engaging Native Families in Safety Planning: A Collaborative Effort Between               Tulsa I 
OKDHS Child Welfare and Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Workers  
Repeated from Session I. 
Presented by: Ange Edwards, Child Welfare Services Supervisor, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services;  
Amy Ward, Indian Child Welfare Social Worker, Chickasaw Nation; PANEL: Shane Haddock, Indian Child Welfare  
Social Worker, Choctaw Nation; Tiffany Willis, Child Welfare Specialist, Oklahoma State Department of Human  
Services; Rita Hart, County Director, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services; Arthur Ellsworth, Assistant  
Director, Department of Family Advocacy, Chickasaw Nation 
Track: CULTURAL, PRACTICE/GENERAL           Level: Entry 
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Workshop Descriptions  

Thursday, November 18, 2010  

Session III: 03:15 p.m.—04:45 p.m.                                                                                 Continued 

Basics of ICWA                     Tulsa II 
Repeated from Session II. 
Presented by: Angel Smith, Attorney at Law 
Track: LEGAL              Level: Entry 
 

Completing the Circle: Providing American Indian Children in Crisis         Canadian 
with Roots for Stability and Wings for Success 
This workshop will focus on how to engage Indian children in crisis with their heritage to stabilize their current situation and 
allow them to flourish and realize their full potential. The Completing the Circle program is currently being conducted 
across the state for foster children, foster and biological parents, and social workers. The presenters' goal is to launch the 
program nationwide by 2011. 
Workshop Objectives: Participants will learn how the program: 1) provides Indian children with the opportunity to clearly 
understand who they are and where they come from; 2) provides an understanding of the concept of “historical trauma” 
and how it applies to American Indians; and 3) encourages state and tribal leaders and others concerned about Indian  
children in foster care to unite for their best interest. 

Presented by: Deloris Ferguson, County Director, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services;  
Jayme Howard, Child Welfare Supervisor, Foster Care Unit, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services 
Track: CULTURAL, PRACTICE/GENERAL          Level: Entry, Intermediate, Advanced 
 

Youth Voice in Transition Planning                              Cimarron 
Repeated from Session II.   
Presented by: Kathy Sutter, Program Supervisor, National Resource Center for Youth Development;  
Theresa West, Independent Living Specialist, National Resource Center for Youth Services;  
Lupe Ortiz-Tovar, Program Development Specialist, National Resource Center for Youth Development 
Track: PRACTICE/GENERAL        Level: Intermediate, Advanced 
 

Casework with Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: Cultural Considerations            Washita 
This workshop is designed to assist helping professionals increase effective child welfare case planning with grandparents 
raising grandchildren. Case planning is intended to be a plan for successful, healthy, and supportive care for children who 
are in at-risk situations or primary victims of some form of abuse. American Indian grandparents have had a natural  
caregiver role and sometimes find contemporary case planning difficult to understand and sometimes follow through with, 
which leaves children in an increasingly vulnerable state of care. Workshop Objectives: This workshop will provide:  
1) helping professionals with two case planning approaches for grandparents raising grandchildren; 2) helping professionals 
with six cultural and professional practices within American Indian and urban communities that impact grandparent  
response to social systems; and 3) at least four cultural competency approaches to support successful case planning.  

Presented by: Melissa E. Riley, Children's Justice Act Project Director, Unified Solutions Tribal Community  
Development Group, Inc, 
Track: CULTURAL, HEALTH/WELLNESS            Level: Intermediate 
 

CASA Dual Programs: Voices in Both Tribal and State Courts                                                       Illinois 
CASA of Cherokee County and Pawnee/Osage CASA are among the five dual tribal and state CASA programs in the nation. 
These dual programs provide both state and tribal courts with an overview of the situations many Native American children 
in foster care face and have the responsibility to train volunteers to work in both court systems.  
Workshop Objectives: This workshop will provide: 1) a better understanding of the CASA program and the role of  
volunteers; 2) an understanding of the benefits and challenges associated with dual programs; and 3) an understanding of 
the diversity training that volunteers receive. 

Presented by: Sandra Macauley, Recruiter/Trainer/Advocate Coordinator, CASA of Cherokee County;  
Helen Norris, Project Director, Pawnee/Osage CASA 
Track: LEGAL, CULTURAL             Level: Entry, Intermediate, Advanced 
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Workshop Descriptions  

Friday, November 19, 2010  

Session IV: 8:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.                                                               Continued 

A Fight for Our Children: Our Most Vital Resource (Repeats Session V)                                       Tulsa I 
This workshop will explain in detail the current Oklahoma Supreme Court ruling in favor of the Puyallup Tribe and its two  
deprived children. The presenters will break down the decision and explain its application to all professions in Indian Child 
Welfare and discuss the importance of “best interest” and “attachment and bonding” and how that played an important  
role in the Puyallup Tribe's fight for its children. 
Workshop Objectives: Participants will: 1) gain an understanding of federal regulations for placement preferences and  
jurisdiction; 2) learn about loopholes being used against tribes to get around Federal and State ICWA requirements; and  
3) learn how the current court decision can be used in all ICW cases not only in Oklahoma but throughout the Nation. 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅΥ ¢ŀǊŀ wŜȅƴƻƴΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ tǳȅŀƭƭǳǇ ¢ǊƛōŜΤ  
Jennifer Henshaw McBee, Attorney, Rubenstein McCormick & Pitts, PLLC, Native American Affairs Practice Group; 
Samuel Deere, Consultant for Tribal Programs 
Track: LEGAL               Level: Intermediate 
 

Courtroom Training (Repeats Session V)                Tulsa II 
This workshop will provide participants with an opportunity to learn courtroom basics, including case planning, providing  
testimony, and basic evidence issues. Workshop Objectives: Participants will: 1) learn basic courtroom procedures; 2) learn 
how to prepare for testifying in court; and 3) gain an understanding of basic evidence issues in child welfare cases. 

Presented by: Shannon Prescott (Muscogee Creek), Managing Attorney, Glendening McKenna & Prescott 
Track: LEGAL                   Level: Entry, Intermediate 
 

Positive Indian Parenting                                                                                  Canadian 
This workshop will discuss one session of a culturally empowered parenting curriculum originally developed by the National 
Indian Child Welfare Association. The Positive Indian Parenting curriculum is based upon cultural considerations in working 
with Native American families. The session that will be discussed is entitled “Lessons of Mother Nature.” 
Workshop Objectives: This workshop will 1) demonstrate the benefits of utilizing a parenting curriculum that includes  
relatable material to the children and families in Indian Country; and 2) provide cultural and traditional aspects of parenting. 

Presented by: Deanna May (Iowa), Indian Child Welfare Director, Iowa Tribe;  
Leslie Brown (Pawnee), Crisis Intervention Specialist, Iowa Tribe;  
Mary Harjo (Muscogee Creek/Seminole) Child Protection Services Manager, Iowa Tribe  
Track: PRACTICE/GENERAL                Level: Entry, Intermediate 
 

Why Have A Cherokee Nation?                                                                                                            Cimarron 
This workshop will provide a brief history of Cherokee Nation as well as a discussion on the direction of the future of the 
Cherokee tribe. This presentation will provide information about the tribe's important initiatives pertaining to language,  
culture, and jobs and discuss the direction the tribe is seeking through Creating Happy Healthy Communities. Workshop  
Objectives: Participants will learn about the direction of the Cherokee Nation in preserving its culture, language, and health. 

Presented by: Dallas Pettigrew, Special Projects Officer, Cherokee Nation 
Track: CULTURAL, PRACTICE/GENERAL          Level: Entry 
 

Early Childhood Trauma and the Parent-Child Relationship: Attachment                                  Washita 
This workshop will address the significance of trauma for infants and toddlers, what trauma indicators look like for a very 
young child, and how to respond to both parent and child in a trauma-informed way. Issues addressed will include infants  
and memory, learning disabilities, emotion regulation, and developmental milestones. Workshop Objectives: Participants  
will: 1) be able to identify ways that trauma symptoms manifest for infants and toddlers and their families; 2) gain an  
increased awareness of culturally sensitive, relationship-based approaches for responding to infants and their families  
when trauma has occurred; and 3) understand how infants process traumatic events and how these events impact the  
young child across all developmental domains (cognitive, socio-emotional, physical, etc.)  

Presented by: Stacey Leakey, Children's Treatment Manager/Infant Mental Health Mentor, Parent Child Center  
of Tulsa 
Track: HEALTH/WELLNESS                    Level: Entry, Advanced 
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Workshop Descriptions/Conference Sponsor 

Session IV: 08:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.                                                               Continued             

Play Therapy: The Nuts & Bolts or the Puppet & Glue                   Illinois 
What is play therapy and how useful can it be? This workshop will present the basics as well as advanced information about 
the art and science of play therapy. Play therapy includes children, adolescents, and adults. Family involvement in play  
therapy will be presented. This workshop will provide an in-depth understanding of play therapy as well as specific play  
therapy techniques. Come to learn and play! Workshop Objectives: Participants will: 1) learn the basic concepts and theories 
associated with play therapy; 2) how to engage families in the play therapy process; 3) learn five play therapy techniques; and 
4) how to become a Registered Play Therapist (RPT). 

Presented by: Sharolyn Wallace, Associate Professor, Human Services, Tulsa Community College 
Track: HEALTH/WELLNESS                 Level: Intermediate 

Friday, November 19, 2010  

Session V: 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.                                                                            

A Fight for Our Children: Our Most Vital Resource                                           Tulsa I 
Repeated from Session IV. 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅΥ ¢ŀǊŀ wŜȅƴƻƴΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ tǳȅŀƭƭǳǇ ¢ǊƛōŜΤ  
Jennifer Henshaw McBee, Attorney, Rubenstein McCormick & Pitts, PLLC, Native American Affairs Practice Group; 
Samuel Deere, Consultant for Tribal Programs 
Track: LEGAL                   Level: Intermediate 
 

Courtroom Training                                Tulsa II 
Repeated from Session IV.  
Presented by: Shannon Prescott (Muscogee Creek), Managing Attorney, Glendening McKenna & Prescott 
Track: LEGAL                      Level: Entry, Intermediate 
 

BAH-KHO-JE: Grey Snow People: Tribal Aspects In Relation              Canadian 
to Tribal Identity and Tribal Services 
This workshop is an example of how a tribe defines itself as a nation and how it provides services. Tribal identity, tribal  
history, and tribal services encourages efforts to include tribal cultural ideas and methods to connect with tribal families in  
the community and in networking with other service providers. Workshop Objectives: This workshop will: 1) provide an  
understanding of tribal history, tribal government, and tribal service areas; 2) impart tribal aspects of culture, identity, and 
practice in working in the tribal community; and 3) provide an interactive discussion on cultural differences and ways to 
strengthen ties with the community and service providers.  

Presented by: Bernice Armstrong (Iowa), Director, Social Services-Family & Community Services, Iowa Tribe; Leslie 
Brown (Pawnee), Crisis Intervention Specialist, Iowa Tribe; Mary Harjo (Muscogee Creek/Seminole), Child  
Protection Services Manager, Iowa Tribe; Deanna May (Iowa), Director, Indian Child Welfare, Iowa Tribe; Sherry 
Robbins (Sac and Fox), Family & Community Services, Iowa Tribe; Candace Pershall (Iowa), Administrative  
Assistance, Family & Community Services, Iowa Tribe  
Track: CULTURAL                 Level: Entry 
 

Self-Care for the Professional Helper                                                                                                     Cimarron 
Repeated from Session I. 
Presented by: Lanny Endicott, Director, Social Work Program, Oral Roberts University 
Track: HEALTH/WELLNESS               Level: Entry, Intermediate, Advanced 
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Workshop Descriptions/Conference Sponsor  

Friday, November 19, 2010  

Session V: 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.                    Continued                                                                        

Trauma Informed Care                                                                                                                                 Washita 
Trauma Informed Care impacts the way we perceive and respond to ourselves, those we serve, and our co-workers. This 
workshop will give a basic overview of the types of trauma, the impact of trauma, and how we can offer services in a safe, 
trauma informed environment. Workshop Objectives: Participants will be able to: 1) understand what trauma is and be able to 
recognize symptoms;  2) understand the effects of trauma behaviorally, physically, and emotionally; 3) differentiate  
between the types of trauma;  4) understand the difference between trauma informed and trauma focused; and 5)  
understand how trauma principles apply to self, co-workers, and those we serve. 

Presented by: Gwendolyn Downing, Coordinator, Trauma Informed Services, Oklahoma State Department of  
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 
Track: HEALTH/WELLNESS               Level: Entry, Intermediate, Advanced 
  

Children’s Bureau Internet Resources: Q & A Session with Federal Representatives                    Illinois 
This workshop will review and demonstrate how to access the online resources applicable to tribes for Title IV-B and Title IV-E 
on the Children’s Bureau web site and other web sites, including the Child Welfare Information Gateway and grants.gov. This 
workshop will also provide an opportunity for tribal workers to ask questions related to Title IV-B, Title IV-E, discretional 
grants, and training and technical assistance opportunities.  
Workshop Objectives: Participants will: 1) be able to identify resources that are accessible on the Children’s Bureau web site; 
2) learn how to maneuver through the Child Welfare Information Gateway web site for available resources; and 3) be able to 
identify at least three additional training and technical assistance web sites funded through the Children's Bureau. 

Presented by: Dana Huckabee, Program Specialist, Administration for Children and Families, Children's Bureau,  
Region VI; Nanette Bishop, Program Specialist, Administration for Children and Families, Children's Bureau, Region 
VI 
Track: PRACTICE/GENERAL                                                                                                           Level: Entry, Intermediate 

 Conference Sponsor  

 Visit the Exhibitors and Vendors  

Located in the Pre-Function Area  
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Conference Art Competition Winner/Sponsors 

2010 Art Competition Winner  
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Dana Tiger 

Dana Tiger is a member of the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation and is 
of Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee  
descent. She was born in 1961,   

 Conference Sponsors 

 

“little tradition keepers” 

five years before the death of her father, nationally acclaimed artist, Jerome Tiger. Dana turned to 
her father's art as a way to know him. Through the paintings left by her father and under the tutelage 
of her uncle, Johnny Tiger, Jr., Dana learned the extraordinary richness of her Native American  
Culture. During high school and college, Dana won numerous awards for her paintings, but it wasn't 
until 1985, at the age of twenty-four, that Dana began her full time career as a painter. From the  
beginning, her one-woman shows have been sell-outs and she has established herself as one of 
America's leading contemporary artists. Dana is best known for her paintings portraying the strength 
and determination of Native American women. 



Conference Sponsors  

Eastern Oklahoma Region 

Human Services Division 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

U.S. Department of Interior 

BIA Mission 

 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) responsibility is the  
administration and management of 55.7 million acres  
of land held in trust by the United States for American  
Indians, Indian tribes, & Alaska Natives. There are 563 
federally recognized tribal governments in the U.S.  
Developing forestlands, leasing assets on these lands, 
directing agricultural programs, protecting water & land 
rights, developing and maintaining infrastructure  and 
economic development are all part of the agency’s  
responsibility. In addition, the BIA provides education 
services to approximately 48, 000 Indian students.  

Human Services Division Mission 

 

To promote the safety, financial security, and social 
health of Indian communities and individual Indian  
people.  

Our Mission 
 

To protect and serve the citizens of the Northern District 
of Oklahoma through the ethical, vigorous and impartial 
enforcement of the laws of the United States and in so 
doing to defend the national security, improve the safety 
and quality of life in our communities, protect the public 
funds and financial assets of the United States, maintain  
a courteous and professional working environment, and, 
with skill and integrity, seek to do justice in every matter.  
 

As the principal litigator for the United States of America 
in the Northern District of Oklahoma, the United States 
Attorney prosecutes all criminal and civil cases brought  
by the federal government and defends the United  
States when it is a party in a civil case. 
 

The United States Attorney's Office is committed to  
developing and maintaining strategic partnerships  
among federal, state and local law enforcement  
agencies to ensure the effective deployment of  
resources to positively impact the quality of life for  
all citizens of our District. 

The United States 
Attorney’s Office 

Northern District  
of Oklahoma 
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Conference Sponsors  

Citizen Potawatomi Nation, ICW 
1601 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 

Shawnee, OK  74801 

Phone:   405-878-4831 

Fax:       405-878-4659 

1-800-880-9880 

FireLodge Children & 
Family Services 

Children & Family Services 

Mission Statement 
FireLodge CFS serves as a local resource to the com-

munity for confidential services geared toward youth and 

families. An emphasis is placed on Native Americans to 

enhance, enrich, and develop cultural awareness in the 

areas of health and wellness. Among the services we 

provide are: Indian Child Welfare, Child Protection,  

Family Preservation, Family and/or Domestic Violence 

and Sexual Assault,   as well as referrals for individual, 

family, and group counseling.  

 

FireLodge CFS strives to be a leader in  

Tribal and Community Services 

 

Our mission reflects our genuine concern as team  

members, individuals, and citizens. With open minds,  

our visions become achievements. 
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Conference Sponsors  

Child Abuse Training  
& Coordination Program  

Oklahoma State Department of Health  

Osage Million Dollar Elm Casinos are  
an economic enterprise of the Osage  
Nation and operate in seven scenic  
locations. Tribal gaming creates more 
than 1,000 jobs for the Osage Nation, 
Native Americans from other tribes 
and a diverse group of employees. 
Osage Tribal gaming funds tribal  
government programs and local  
agencies, promotes tribal economic 
development, and makes donations  
to charitable organizations. Osage  
Million Dollar Elm casinos contribute 
to area public schools, day care  
facilities, police and fire departments 
and various chambers of commerce. 

Osage Nation, headquartered in Pawhuska, is the 25th largest tribe in the United 
States and is located in Osage County, Oklahoma, the third largest county in  

the U.S. and larger than the states of Delaware or Rhode Island.  
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