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The report for the 2010 Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Conference was compiled and written by Eddie Screechowl,
Conference Planning Committee-Cbair. This report was approved by the Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association on
May 20, 2011.

Published July 2011 by the Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc.
Copies of this report may be obtained by contacting OICWA at oicwa@yahoo.com or visiting www.oicwa.org.
© 2011 Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc.
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Promoting the WellBeing of

Dear Conference Participant,

On behalf of the Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association
(OICWA), | would like to express gratitude to those attending th®
2010 Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Conference. Thanks to yp
O2yFSNByYyOS

The & Annual Conference was well attended by tribal and stat
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American Indian Children, Their Families, & Their Tribes
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agencies committed to improvingutcomes for Indian children
in state and tribal child welfare systems and their families.

OICWA will continue to provide education and trainings and work collaboratively with
all our partners to ensure the enactment of the Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 is
followed; to wit, there being no resource more vital to the continued existence and
integrity of Indian tribe than their children.

Sincerely,

Conmey

Angela Connor, OICWA President

About OICWA

The Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc. (OICWA) ispaaiion
membership organization representing the Indian Child Welfare programs in the
State of Oklahoma. OICWA's members include tribes and individuals dedicated to

promoting the welbeing of American Indian children, their families, and their tribes.

OICWA Mission

The mission of the Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association
is to promote the wetbeing of American Indian children, their
families, and their tribes and to prevent the abuse and neglect of
American Indian children through advocacy, education, and training.

Remember that
your children are
not your own,
but are lent to
you by the

Creatoréd
Mohawk

Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc

OICWA ~ P.O. Box 1274 ~ Shawnee, OK 74802
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Promoting the
Well-Being of

American Indian
Children, Their

Families, and
Their Tribes

-1274 ~ www.oicwa.org
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2010 O klahoma Indian Child Welfare Conference

The 2010 Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Conference took place on Novemb@y 2810, at the
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provide valuable information and resources that helped to promote the safety ancbeily of

American Indian children in state and tribal child welfare systems. Thirty workshops, covering

topics related to the Indian Child Welfare Act, Native American culture, and working with Indian
tribes, children, and families, were offered during the conference.

The total number of registrants for the conference was 233. Participants attending the conference included the
following: workers and supervisors from 29 Indian Child Welfare programs in Oklahoma; staff members from ICW
programs in New Mexico, Texas, and Washington; staff members from the Oklahoma State Department of
Human Services; representatives from various organizations and agencies serving Indian children and families;
and social work students from six state universities and colleges. Over 50 professionals presented workshops.
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Keynote Speakers/Entertainers

Thursday, November 18, 2010: Opening General Session

Dr. Don Bartlette

Dr. Don Bartletteis a fulitime public speaker and is, by training, a social worker, coun-
selor, educator, consultant, and an advocate for minority persons, victims of child abu
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psychological, and educational experiences as a Chippewa Indian child growing up wi
emotional, speech, and physical disabilities in an environment of poverty, family and
school violence, juvenile delinquency, homelessness, child abuse, racism, and alcoholl
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Thursday, November 18, 2010: Luncheon Entertainment

Mahenwahdose
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Mahenwahdoseis a performance storytelling team comprised of Will Hill and

G¢KS 58yFYAO 5
these two have thrilled audiences with their Storytelling Show. Mahenwahdose is

dedicated to performing accurate, educational, and traditional stories of Native

America and combines the tradition of storytelling with language, traditional flute,

drum, and comedy. Hill and Washington were the first American Indians to per-

form at the Smithsonian Institute of the National Museum of the American Indian.

Thursday, November 18, 2010: Evening Entertainment

Choogie Kingfisher
Choogie Kingfisheis a noted storyteller, flute maker, and keeper of traditional knowledg
He recently was a presenter and panelist at the Five Tribes Story Conference and has
traveled throughout the United States and abroad, sharing his stories and knowledge o
tribal way of life. Mr. Kingfisher has worked for Cherokee Nation as a cultural specialist|d
the United Keetoowah Band of Cherokees.

Friday, November 19, 2010: Closing General Session

Naomi Haines Giriffith

Naomi Haines Griffiths a national speaker and consultant on child welfare issues, speaking
at conferences throughout the United States and Canada. Akwelln storyteller and

family systems specialist, she uses humor and her own experiences to challenge and inspire
audiences in business, education, juvenile justice, mental health, child abuse prevention,
and family violence systems. Giriffith is a true Southerner, having grown up in Alabama and
Mississippi. She holds a BS from the University of North Alabama, an MA from George
Peabody College of Vanderbilt University, and a MSW from the University of Alabama.

Closing Remarks

Sue Vaughan Settle

Sue Vaughan Settldzecame Division Chief for the Division of Human Services, Bureau of In
Affairs, in September 2008. Ms. Settles, a member of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, is
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in Social Work from the University of Oklahoma. Ms. Settle is a member of the School of Sq
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Work Board of Visitors and continues to hold a social worker license from the State of Okla
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Title/Presenters

A Fight for Our Children: Our Most Vital Resource
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Jennifer Henshaw McBee, Attorney, Rubenstein McCormick & Pitts, PLLC, Native American Affairs Practice Group;
Samuel Deere, Consultant for Tribal Programs

Advanced Courtroom Training: Maximize the Effectiveness of Your Testimony
Kelly Stoner, Director, Native American Legal Resource Center, Oklahoma City University (OCU) School of Law;
Casey RosBetherick, Deputy Director, Native American Legal Resource Center, OCU School of Law

BAHKHQJE: Grey Snow People: Tribal Aspects In Relation

to Tribal Identity and Tribal Services

Bernice Armstrong, Director, Social Servieasily & Community Services, lowa Tribe; Leslie Brown, Crisis
Intervention Specialist, lowa Tribe; Mary Harjo, Child Protection Services Manager, lowa Tribe; Deanna May,
Director, Indian Child Welfare, lowa Tribe; Sherry Robbins, Family & Community Services, lowa Tribe; Candace
Pershall, Administrative Assistant, Family & Community Services, lowa Tribe

Basics of ICWA
Angel Smith, Attorney at Law

CASA Dual Programs: Voices in Both Tribal and State Courts
Sandra Macauley, Recruiter/Trainer/Advocate Coordinator, CASA of Cherokee County;
Helen Norris, Project Director, Pawnee/Osage CASA

Casework with Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: Cultural Considerations

Melissa E. Riley, Children's Justice Act Project Director, Unified Solutions Tribal Community Development Group
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Dana Huckabee, Program Specialist, Administration for Children and Families, Children's Bureau, Region VI,

Nanette Bishop, Program Specialist, Administration for Children and Families, Children's Bureau, Region VI

Completing the Circle: Providing American Indian Children in Crisis with Roots for Stability and Wings
for Success

Deloris Ferguson, County Director, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services;

Jayme Howard, Child Welfare Supervisor, Foster Care Unit, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services

Courtroom Training
Shannon Prescott (Muscogee Creek), Managing Attorney, Glendening McKenna & Prescott

Early Childhood Trauma and the Pare@hild Relationship: Attachment
Stacey Leakey, Children's Treatment Manager/Infant Mental Health Mentor, Parent Child Center of Tulsa

eKIDS: The Importance of Documentation
Amanda Beard, Program Field Representative, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services

Engaging Native Families in Safety Planning: A Collaborative Effort Between OKDHS Child Welfare

and Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Workers

Ange Edwards, Child Welfare Services Supervisor, Oklahoma State Department of Human Services (OKDHS);

Amy Ward, Indian Child Welfare Social Worker, Chickasaw Nation; PANEL: Shane Haddock, Indian Child Welfare
Social Worker, Choctaw Nation; Tiffany Willis, Child Welfare Specialist, OKDHS; Rita Hart, County Director, OKDHS;
Arthur Ellsworth, Assistant Director, Department of Family Advocacy, Chickasaw Nation

Overview of Chickasaw Nation Programs and Services
Angela Connor, Family Support System Associate Administrator, Chickasaw Nation;
Tisha Williams, Family Support System Administrative Assistant, Chickasaw Nation




Conference Workshops

Title/Presenters

Play Therapy: The Nuts & Bolts or the Puppet & Glue
Sharolyn Wallace, Associate Professor, Human Services, Tulsa Community College

Positive Indian Parenting

Deanna May (lowa), Indian Child Welfare Director, lowa Tribe;

Leslie Brown (Pawnee), Crisis Intervention Specialist, lowa Tribe;

Mary Harjo (Muscogee Creek/Seminole) Child Protection Services Manager, lowa Tribe

Reunification and Relapse Prevention with Child Welfare Families
Sharolyn Wallace, Associate Professor, Human Services, Tulsa Community College

SelfCare for the Professional Helper
Lanny Endicott, Director, Social Work Program, Oral Roberts University

SIDS and Infant Safe Sleep in Oklahoma: Protecting the Blessing
Julie Dillard, SIDS/Infant Sleep Coordinator, Oklahoma State Department of Health

Training and Technical Assistance to Support the Work of Tribal Child Welfare Services
Kathy Deserly, Associate Director, National Resource Center for Tribes

Trauma Informed Care
Gwendolyn Downing, Coordinator, Trauma Informed Services, Oklahoma State Department of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Services

Understanding Child Support in Child Welfare Cases
Tracy Littledave Gourd, Associate Director, Cherokee Nation Child Support Services;
Donna Perry, Child Support Specialist Il, Cherokee Nation Child Support Services

Why Have A Cherokee Nation?
Dallas Pettigrew, Special Projects Officer, Cherokee Nation

Youth Voice in Transition Planning

Kathy Sutter, Program Supervisor, National Resource Center for Youth Development;

Theresa West, Independent Living Specialist, National Resource Center for Youth Services;

Lupe OrtiZzTovar, Program Development Specialist, National Resource Center for Youth Development

Conference Sponsor




