
During 2011-2012, Casey Family Programs (CFP) will be working with 
the Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association (OICWA) to reduce 
the number of Indian children in foster care in Oklahoma. As part of 
ƛǘǎ нлнл {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴτa goal to safely reduce the  
number of children in foster and improve the lives of those remain-
ing in careτCFP will provide consultant services to OICWA focusing 
on three priorities: increasing compliance with the Indian Child  
Welfare Act, improving collaboration between tribal child welfare 
programs and the Oklahoma Department of Human Services, and 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ hL/²!Ωǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ 9ŘŘƛŜ {ŎǊŜŜŎƘƻǿƭ 
(Muscogee Creek), an ICW Analyst with CFP and former OICWA  
President, will serve as the consultant.  
 

/ŀǎŜȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 
focused entirely on foster care and improving the child welfare  
system. Founded in 1966, CFP works to provide and improveτand  
ultimately prevent the need forτfoster care in the United States.  
CFP, established by United Parcel Services founder Jim Casey, is  
based in Seattle, WA., and operates an Indian Child Welfare Program  
in Denver, CO. For more information on CFP, visit www.casey.org.   
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òlittle tradition keepersó Dana Tiger  
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OICWA Publishes Quarterly Newsletter   

уέ Ȅ млέ aŀǘǘŜŘ tǊƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŀƭŜ 
To order, visit www.oicwa.org 

Dr. Don Bartlette provides the Keynote address 
during the Opening Session of the 2010 Oklahoma  
Indian Child Welfare Conference in Tulsa, OK.    

Casey Family Programs Assists OICWA  
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4th Annual Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare  
Conference to be held in November   

The 2011 Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Conference will be held  
November 14-16, 2011, at the Reed Conference Center in Midwest 
/ƛǘȅΣ hYΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ hL/²!Ωǎ пǘƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ άLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ 
Outcomes for Indian Children Through Policy, Practice, and  
tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΦέ aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нлл ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ  
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ о-day conference to learn about  
policies, practices, and partnerships that impact Indian children in 
foster care. For more details, see page 3 or visit www.oicwa.org.  

 

 

 

To support its mission, the Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare  
Association (OICWA) is publishing a quarterly newsletter. Available  
in print and online at no cost, the newsletter will highlight news and 
events related to Indian child welfare and provide information and 
resources promoting the safety and well-being of Indian children and 
their families. To submit an article, announcement, or information 
for inclusion in future newsletters, contact OICWA at 918-729-9315 
or oicwa@yahoo.com or escreechowl@oicwa.org.  
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OICWA  Message from the President 
 

Hello Members, Friends, and Supporters, 
 

We at OICWA are excited about education and training opportunities  
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ά{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ  
5ŀǘŜέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мпǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ мсǘƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ   
άLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ tƻƭƛŎȅΣ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ  
ŀƴŘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΦέ 
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If you are not already participating in OICWA, I invite you to be a part of this progressive  
association whose goal is to protect our Native children and their heritage. We hope this 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƛōŜΦ {ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘΧΧ 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
Angela Connor, OICWA President 
Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association 
 

 About OICWA  
 

The Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc. (OICWA) is a  
non-profit, membership organization representing the Indian Child  
Welfare programs in the State of Oklahoma. OICWA's members  
include tribes and individuals dedicated to promoting the well- 
being of American Indian children, their families, and their tribes.  
 

OICWA originated from an Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Task  
Force created in 1981 to address common areas of service and issues 
among ICWA programs in the state. During initial meetings, members 
of the Task Force identified needs critical to protecting Indian children 
in Oklahoma and worked diligently to address those needs. Perhaps 
the most significant activity of the Task Force was advocating for the 
Oklahoma legislature to pass a law supporting the Federal Indian 
Child Welfare Act. As a result of the Task Force's tireless efforts, the 
Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Act was signed into law in 1982.  
 

The mission of the  
Oklahoma Indian Child 

Welfare Association is to 
promote the well-being 

of American Indian  
children, their families,  

and their tribes and  
to prevent the abuse  

and neglect of American  
Indian children through  
advocacy, education,  

and training.       
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2010-2012 

Officers  

OICWA  

Est. 1984   

OICWA  

Mission 

 

Promoting  the Well-Being of  

American Indian Children,  Their Families, & Their Tribes 

  

As its members continued to advocate for Indian children and families, the ICWA Task Force 
evolved into the Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association and, in 1984, was officially  
recognized by the State of Oklahoma as a corporation. 
 

 

Remember that   

your children are  

not your own,  but 

are lent to you by 

the Creatoró  

Mohawk 

SUPPORT OICWA  

To Donate  

Visit www.oicwa.org 
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OICWA is pleased to announce the dates for its 4th Annual  
LƴŘƛŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
conference is to provide information and resources related to 
child welfare policies, practices, and partnerships that impact 
Indian children and their families. Workshops will focus on  
reducing the number of Indian children in state and tribal child 
welfare systems and improving their safety and well-being 
while in foster care.  
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ пн ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ о ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ 
addresses, performances by Native American entertainers, 
door prizes, and a silent auction. Registration is currently open 
and early bird rates are available until October 15, 2011. The 
conference hotel is the Sheraton Midwest City Hotel and the 
conference room rate of $82.00 is available until 10/28/11.  
 

More than 200 child welfare professionals are expected to  
attend this three-day conference to learn about the policies,  
practices, and partnerships that impact Indian children in  
foster care. For more information, visit www.oicwa.org.  

Conference Sponsorship Opportunities  

2011  

Conference  

Sponsors  

 

2012 Membership Term:  
October 1, 2011τSeptember 30, 2012  
 

Membership Levels/Fees: 
Indian Group:                      $75.00 
Tribal, urban, and other Indian  
organizations located within Oklahoma.  
 

Individual Indian:        $25.00 
Any adult Indian person who is a  
member of an Indian/Alaskan Native Tribe.   
 

Associate:          $50.00 
Any organization or adult individual  
not otherwise eligible for membership  
whose participation is compatible with  
the purpose and interest of OICWA. 
 

To become a member or renew membership, 
complete membership application and pay fee 
online at www.oicwa.org or complete application 
on back cover and mail with payment to OICWA.   
 

OICWA invites tribal, state, and private organizations and businesses as well as individuals to take advantage of sponsor-
ship opportunities for the 2011 Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Conference. Sponsorships provide opportunities for  
exposure and recognition of organizations and businesses and demonstrate their support to improving outcomes for  
Indian children and families. Sponsors will receive logo placement in conference publications (e.g., conference program  
and report) and, depending on sponsorship level, various other benefits. For more information on becoming a sponsor for 
the 2011 Conference, visit www.oicwa.org or contact Eddie Screechowl at 918-729-9315 or escreechowl@oicwa.org.   
 

2011  

Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Conference 
 

òImproving Outcomes for Indian Children 

Through Policy, Practice, and Partnershipsó 
 

November 14-16, 2011 

Reed Conference Center ~ Midwest City, OK  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Attend the next  
Quarterly Meeting of OICWA 

December 1-2, 2011 
Location TBD 

2012 Membership Information  




